








ACCESS Academy PTA
~ = Notes from General Membership Meeting

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION
Following the meeting, there was a presentation by and discussion with the followingr

administrators from PPS: Judy Brennan, Director of Enroliment Planning, Enrollment
and Transfer Center; Carla Gay, Director, Early Warning Systems; Andrew Johnson,
Program Director, Talented and Gifted (TAG); and David Wood, Principal of ACCESS
Academy.

Mr. Wood explained that he and Mr. Johnson had been tasked to provide feedback on
the superintendent’s proposal for the ACCESS admissions process. As part of that
process, they are seeking input from parents. In addition, they want to hear ideas on
how to serve students who are not admitted (or are not applying) to ACCESS. They are
looking at “big picture” ideas.

The first presentation and discussion focused on the future of PPS TAG services and
ACCESS, and was led by Andrew Johnson. Following this, there was a presentation
and discussion of proposals for a new ACCESS entry process, led by Judy Brennan.

Future of PPS TAG Services and ACCESS

Many TAG programs are sited regionally. (One example is Beaverton’s Summa
program. This program is only for middle-school students, and admission to the
program based solely on test scores.) Feedback is desired on TAG services broadly
and not just ACCESS. Mr. Wood and Mr. Johnson have been asked what PPS is doing
for wait-listed kids.

Mr. Wood said that there is deadline of 1 March to provide feedback on feasibility and
that he has a responsibility joint with Mr. Johnson to gather any feedback from the
public.

Mr. Johnson then began a discussion. He said that TAG is looking at the concept of a
“scholars’ program” on which to build a strong foundation at neighborhood schools.

There should be a systematic mechanism for supporting eligible students who werenot =~
accepted (or did not apply) to ACCESS, and also a way of bringing professional

development, enrichment, etc.

Mr. Johnson would meet with the leadership of each school to determine that school’s ’

specific needs. For example, Creston Elementary School was found have 40 students

‘to be served but few resources. Discussions with that community led tc: develepment of - o

an “expo” (an approach used in some International Baccalaureate programs). Each
- student identifies a topic of interest, does research, develops a project, etc. Once a
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week, someone from TAG comes to the school to work with the students. In the spring,
the school hosts an “expo” at which the students showcase their work.

One can ask the following questions:

e \What happens at the neighborhood level?

¢ What happens at the transition from elementary to middle school?

e What happens on the K-12 continuum with ACCESS on that continuum?
Answering these can help develop a comprehensive story for TAG services across the
district.

Mr. Johnson summarized by recalling that the principal goal is to impact what happens
at classroom level. There are many ways to approach the various topics being
discussed here, but improved classroom experience is the key outcome desired.

Following Mr. Johnson'’s presentation, Mr. Wood said that the expectation going forward
is that ACCESS will be a service for a subset of TAG-identified student and thus part of

a larger service for all TAG students. He and Mr. Johnson will continue to work together -
— probably more closely now, given the new superintendent’s interest in plans for TAG
students who do not attend ACCESS.

Mr. Wood observed that some things will become clearer as the future ACCESS
location (and size) become clearer. He acknowledged that there will continue to be
more demand for ACCESS than can be supported at the Rose City Park building.

There is a fairly tight timeline between now and 1 March for Mr. Johnson and Mr. Wood
to give feedback to superintendent. They are hoping for input from PTA as
representative parents: how best to serve students who do not come to ACCESS; what
questions should be asked; and what should Mr. Johnson and Mr. Wood be thinking -
about.

At this point, parents provided feedback.

On parent observed that the Beaverton Summa program has very high cut-off and
serves only middle school. What would be the scope of students for whom Mr. Wood
develops recommendations? Those in the 99" percentile? All TAG students?

If a PPS program differs from Beaverton by serving elementary students, how would
that work? Different neighborhood schools have different number of TAG students;
would elementary programs be clustered?

The Summa program has no socio-emotional component. Students take three classes

together and spend the rest of their day with the rest of their school. That mightbe

reasonable in middle school — but how would it work given the way that PPS organizes
middle schools?
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Another parent observed that, in some cases, TAG students are only given extra work.

Students generally figure that out, and it often doesn’t work out well. The parentused
her background in child mental health to emphasize that many of these students benefit

greatly from an opportunity to be with similarly bright children, rather than having their

“own corner” in a neighborhood school and standing out from other students. Thereis
value in their being able to interact with children of their own age rather than being

advanced to be with older children.

It is hard to imagine that we can do something meaningful,.given.financial realities.over..
the last decades, and especially the recent loss of Measure 97. The parent has seen
many patients who are teachers verging on PTSD; they can barely get their normal
work done, let alone doing extra work for TAG students. How can we support those
teachers without additional resources?

Another parent expressed concern that, at a recent meeting of the PPS Teaching-and.--
Learning Committee, a parent representing ACCESS took off his “PTA hat” and took his -
own part (rather than representing ACCESS); this seemed like a potential distraction.

The parent then reflected that he brought his son to ACCESS to give him a community .
that he would not have in a neighborhood school.

A parent asked Mr. Johnson how a student outside ACCESS would experience the
support that might be provided. What would those students’ experiences be like?
Principals at the neighborhood schools should be held accountable for the experience
of those students.

Another parent observed that ACCESS gives students an opportunity to study at their
level (or close to it) in language arts and mathematics. There is no stigma; students
simply take an examination and are then placed into the proper math class. Outside of
ACCESS, this is extremely hard and has the potential to stigmatize students. Itis a
burden to ask children to do this only “on the side” or as enrichment.

Another parent remarked that she sent her child to ACCESS hoping that the school

would also serve her child’s unique social needs. Doing so wouid also be very

important for qualified students who do not attend ACCESS and remain at their

neighborhood schools. Is there a dollar amount allocated for students who aren'table
to attend ACCESS? What is model for that?

Another parent recalled that, when he was growing up back east, a group of TAG kids

traveled once a week to a single school that served the entire district. Couldan. =~~~
approach like this work? It doesn’t really solve the issue of acceleration beyond a grade

or two (e.g., 1% grader taking 8"-grade math). Being pulled out in this way did call out

these kids (in front of their fellow students), but it also gave them some community; they

made friends all over city (as well as keeping their core neighborhood group). Another

parent suggested that PPS once had a model like that.
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He invited people to provide feedback on the revision process, cautioning that the initial
part of process (or information being provided about it) may be delayed a little.

Notes compiled by Gilbert Neiger, Secretary
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