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(b) Honorary clubs.  Clubs designed to grant membership to 

students of the basis of special achievement in attaining 
openly published standards in defined areas of school life.  
Examples:  National Honor Society. 
 

(c) Interest clubs.  Clubs organized in any area which may offer 
valuable experiences supplementary to educational programs 
includin
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is responsible for the obligation 
 

III. Recognition of Student Clubs 
 

(1) Applications  Any student club seeking to meet on District 
premises as a recognized student club shall submit a written 
request to the building principal on a form approved by the 
principal.  Applications shall include at least the following 
information: 
 

(a)  Name of the club; 
 

(b) Name of the sponsoring adult club, or person, if any; for 
example the Rotary or Kiwanis; 
 

(c) Names of the student officers and organizing students and 
other members; 
 

(d) Name of the faculty supervisor or monitor; 
 

(e) A general statement of the purpose of the club; 
 

(f) For honorary clubs, a description of the standards of and 
qualifications for membership, if any; 
 

(g) A statement that the organizing students have read, 
understood and agreed to comply with this Administrative 
Directive and all other applicable District policies, regulations 
and rules; 
 

(h) A copy of the organization's Constitution, if any; 
 

(i) A description of any ceremonial installation; 
 

(j) A proposed schedule of meetings and activities; 
 

(k) Applications for curriculum-related student clubs shall include 
a statement of the relation of the club to the regular school 
curriculum.  
 

Portland Public Schools 4 of 11 Portland, Oregon 
8/5/2004 

 

 



 

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTIVE 



 

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTIVE 
4.40.050-AD 

 

 
expulsion. 
 

(c) Parents of students participating in secret clubs, or clubs not 
recognized by the school, shall be notified in writing by the 
school principal that such participation is a violation and shall 
be discontinued. 
 

(4) Appeal to the Area Director 
 

(a) The applicant may appeal the principal's decision in writing to 
the Area Director within ten calendar days after receipt of the 
principal's decision.  The written appeal shall state the 
reasons for the appeal and shall include copies of the 
application and the principal's decision.  The Area Director 
shall issue a decision within 14 calendar days of receipt of an 
appropriate appeal application. The decision of the Area 
Director is final. 
 

(5) Revocation of Recognition  
 

(a) The principal may revoke recognition of any student club at 
any time for good cause, including but not limited to:  
 

(A) Activity which is contrary to law. 
 

(B)  Activity which causes or threatens danger to public order, 
damage to school property or the health, safety or welfare 
of the students, staff or members of the public. 
 

(C)  Transformation into a multi-school club. (Note: Clubs from 
different schools may meet together under conditions 
stated in Section VI (5) of this directive. 
 

(D) Failure to comply with all policies, regulations and rules of 
the District and school. 
 

(b) The student club shall disband within a 48- hour period after 
receiving notice. 
 

(c) Parents will be notified in writing when a club is disbanded. 
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(d) Students still engaging in club membership after notification 

shall be subject to suspension or expulsion.   
 

(e) Revocation may be appealed following the same procedure as 
in paragraph 4 of this section. 
 

IV. Membership  
 

(1) All regularly- enrolled students from one school shall be eligible 
for membership in any interest or service club.  
 

(2) Membership in honorary clubs may be limited by the criteria of 
the club, i.e. grade point average and/or classes taken, school 
grade level achieved. 
 

(3) Graduates or dropped students shall not be permitted to retain 
club membership. 
 

(4) In the event applications for a club exceed the predetermined 
membership, a waiting list will be established or a second club 
will be recognized. 
 

(5) Club members may not be selected by vote of the membership. 
 

(6) No installation ceremonies may be conducted that are not 
approved by the school, and no installation ceremonies may be 
conducted unless they are open to the school staff and the 
parents of electees.  There can be no screening or trials of 
prospective members.  There shall be no so-called ”hell night”, 
or “hell week”, or “hazing” initiation activities or activities that 
are humiliating, demeaning or unlawful. 
 

V. Supervision or Monitoring 
 

(1) All student clubs must have a staff person, approved by the 
building principal, responsible for monitoring or supervising each 
meeting and activity of the student club  conducted on District 
premises during the school day. 
 

(2) If the club is unable to find a staff person to serve as a monitor 
or supervisor, the principal or designee will make reasonable 
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(4) Use of the school or District name to identify non-curricular 
clubs, including Religious, political, or sport clubs, must include 
the following disclaimer:  "The name of this club does not 
mean that the club represents the views of, or is 
sponsored by Portland Public Schools or any of its 
individual schools."   

 
VIII. Sport Clubs 

 
(1) Because the activities of sport clubs may present high risk, the 

following conditions must be adhered to: 
 

(a) 
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(4) Notification to  Parents 

 
(a) The school principal or designee shall provide written notice 

to the sports clubs at the time of recognition and then yearly 
to parents in the school newsletter and opening of school 
packet that: 
 

(A) The club activity is not endorsed or sponsored by Portland 
Public Schools. 
 

(B) Participation in any activity of  sports club that occurs 
outside the school day or off school premises is the sole 
responsibility of the student, family and club sponsor and 
is not the responsibility of Portland Public Schools 
 

(C) The club must use the Community Use of Buildings 
procedure for accessing grounds and facilities after school 
hours. 
 

(D) The club adult volunteers, including coaches, must submit 
to criminal background checks. 
 

(E) The club, not the school, is responsible for any financial 
obligations incurred as a result of entering into any 
contract or other obligation to a third party (including, but 
not limited to vendors for non-PPS facilities, supplies, 
equipment, transportation, uniforms, etc). 
 

(F) Sports clubs should adhere to nationally recognized 
standards of safety for their sport. 
 

  History: Amended 7/11/2004 

For official use only 
 
Approved: 
      

            7/112004  
 Superintendent    Date 
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